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On Sept. 11, 2004, after the burial of 39 people killed by the army in the 80s, Ana Guzman Ramirez, Ixhil-Maya, 15 years old, born in CPR (Communities of Population in Resistance), was involved in a marathon organized by the school to celebrate the National Day of Guatemala.
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On June 30, 2004, during the National Day of the army, relatives of the missing have penetrated the walls of the military barracks "Marshal Zavala" from the capital to demand justice: 

Today is the day of shame. We throw at them photos of our relatives and red carnations to tell them that we will never forget and that there will be no reconciliation until the murderers are put on trial or punished. We are not asking for revenge, we demand justice. 

Julio, 23, Ladino*. 

* The term is used to designate all of those who are not Maya.
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On June 21, 2004, National Day for the Commemoration of enforced, members of the organization HIJOS (Sons and daughters for Identity and Justice against Forgetting and Silence) posted on the walls of the capital photos of their missing loved ones.
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Like Lucía Cobo Brito, who lost her daughter in a collective massacre committed by the army, there are many who because they are threatened, because of the lack of political consciousness, of manipulation or of opportunism support and vote for the persons responsible for the genocide, as General Efrain Rios Montt.

Photo 05 - [image: image5.jpg]



Since the kidnapping of her children in 1982 and 1983, Felipe Tamup Ragüex, 82, prays every day at five o'clock in the morning for the repose of their souls. His son, Jose (on the photo) and Lucho, his daughter Elena and his step-daughter Marta, were recovered in a clandestine mass grave. They were exhumed in October 2003. His other son, Catarino, is still missing.
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The community of Cocop suffered a collective massacre perpetrated by the army on April 16, 1981. Sixty-nine people were massacred. A few months prior to the start of exhumations, several psychosocial workshops were organized to prepare the community to relive painful moments.
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For a long time I have been asking myself : Why have they killed ? Will there ever be justice for us, the Indians, the poor, for all those who died ? Provided that one day Lucas Garcia and Rios Montt who were responsible for all this suffering, end up in prison. That is the only thing they deserve. This is the only justice we request. 

Julia de León Raymundo, 45, Maya-Ixhil. 

With his children, Petrona, Rosa, Jose and his granddaughter Julia Reina.
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I am the sole survivor of the massacre at Panimache (August 25, 1982), I was five years old. Since the exhumations began, sadness and envy have returned to cry because I remember what we have suffered, but it is also because of that that I could begin to tell to my children that we lived during the era of violence. 

Sebastiana Chicoj Morales, 26, Maya-K'iche’.
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Julia Herrera Gutierrez is searching her son Aurelio Rafael Gutierrez, kidnapped on May 3, 1983 by the CAP (Civil Self-Defence Patrols). He is still missing.
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I asked the anthropologists a small piece of fabric from a clothing worn by one of the people killed, but my wife did not recognize the one worn by my son Ricardo. It's painful because I will continue to live with this suffering, not knowing where to look for him. The soldiers kidnapped him on November 4, 1984 and I never saw him again. He was only 24. 

Cristobal Salpeta Lux, 73, Maya-K'iche'.
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From the heights of the small village of Panimache you can see the volcanoes that surround Lake Atitlán, a mecca for tourism. However, this magnificent landscape is defiled by the presence of dozens of graves in which there are hundreds of victims of the genocide suffered by the civilian population. 

Francisco Toloch’s sisters, María and Petronila, respectively aged 10 and 7, were found in the pit #8 in Panimache. The laboratory analysis of forensic anthropologists have determined that the death of these girls was probably caused by the impact of projectiles from firearms.
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Soldiers increasingly persecuted us, we the Indians. There was’t anymore freedom, there was no place to go, then that was the only way that my sister found to survive: starting with the guerrillas in the eighties. She was still young. She told me, enough poverty, enough discrimination. She said that if she were to die, she would die at least for a cause and not kneeling and humiliated. Who knows how this awareness emerged in my sister’s mind.

Nicolás Toma Velasco, 48, Maya-Ixhil. Rosa Toma Velasco was exhumed in July 2004.
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Before the anthropologists perform the lifting of the remains, Miguel Tol Quino, Mayan-K'iche' went to pray into the pit where his wife and four children - killed by the army on August 25, 1982 - have been found. Laboratory tests have determined that his wife, Anastasia Chicoj, 28, and her children, Manuel, 9, Candelaria, 7, and Sebastiana, 5, were probably killed by the impact of firearms. His daughter, Josefa, 3, probably died after receiving blows with blunted instruments on the skull and in the costal region.
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Nicolás Toma Velasco, 48, Maya-Ixhil, attended the exhumation of his sister Rosa. At a young age, she was recruited into the guerrilla and died in battle at the age of 15. 

I think today she would do the same thing because our living conditions have not changed. We live in the same misery. Life is so sad, isnt’ it ?
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The forensic anthropologist, Alma Vásquez, analyzes the remains Diego Chicoj Tol who was 6 years old when he was the victim of a massacre perpetrated by the army on August 25, 1982. Injuries in the costal region are probably the cause of his death.
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The exhumations have been led in Batzumal in July 2004. These horses carry the planks that will be used to make coffins.
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On 16 December 2003 were presented in the municipal hall of Nebaj, the remains of deceased victims in the massacre of Vipulay, perpetrated by the army on Feb. 25, 1982. Catarina Terraza Chávez mourns her mother, Maria Brito Chávez, 8 months pregnant at the time, murdered at the age of 37.
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Can you take a picture of me with my mother? 

It is that when the soldiers arrived, they burned everything : my mother, my little sisters, my house, my memories. That way, even if her remains are in the coffin, and even if we do not see her face, we will still a photo we are all together : my mother, my children and me, as before.

Julia de León Raymundo, 45, Maya-Ixhil. With her children, Pedro and Rosa, and her mother, María Raymundo, victim of the massacre in Vipulay perpetrated by the army on Feb. 25, 1982. Her remains were returned to her daughter on December 16, 2003 to proceed the next day to her burial.
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The families of the victims killed in the massacre of Vipulay leave the municipal hall with the remains of their dead to take them home to ensure all night.
Photo 20 - [image: image20.jpg]



On Sept. 9, 2004 were handed over to Santiago Diego Guzman, 44, Ixhil-Maya, the remains of his mother Juana Santiago and his son Miguel, both dead of hunger and cold in the CPR (Communities of Population in Resistance). He also wanted to "adopt" two unidentified victims in order to give them a burial. They were buried the following day.
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On September 8, 2004, in the presence of his grandson, the forensic anthropologists returned the remains of Domingo Pacheco López, 55, to the family which held a wake for him.
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The remains of Domingo Lopez Pacheco, 55, were recovered and his brother and sister, Don Tomás and Doña Juana watched over them on the night of September 8, 2004.
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Salvador Ramirez Mateo, 65, watched over his father Pedro Ramírez Laynes, on September 9, 2004, who died in the CPR (Communities of Population in Resistance) in 1984, at the age of 75.
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A mass was celebrated at the Catholic Church of Pulay in the early morning of December 17, 2003, prior to the burial of the remains of 39 women and children massacred on February 25, 1982.
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Homily of father Rosolino Bianchetti, September 10, 2004, during mass in the memory of all the victims of the community of Pa'al.
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